
A determination is a decision by the Minister of
Energy and National Energy Regulator to develop
new electricity capacity based on the IRP. In
September 2020, a determination was published, to
obtain 1500MW of new coal-fired powered
electricity to be developed by independent power
producers (IPPs). These are private companies,
who will sell their electricity to Eskom at a fixed
price and Eskom will distribute that electricity to the
people.

The IRP and Ministerial determination are important because
they decide on the future electricity plans for all of us. The way
we produce electricity, and a decision to build new coal-fired
power stations will have impacts on our health, climate,
environment and it will influence the cost of electricity. 
The people of South Africa have a right to have a say in how
our electricity is produced. 

What is the Ministerial determination?

Why are the IRP and determination important?

What is the
IRP?

The IRP (the Integrated Resource Plan for Electricity) is a
government plan on how much electricity South Africa may need

over the next 10 years, and the type of electricity that may be
needed - coal, wind, nuclear, gas or solar. In October 2019 a

revised IRP was published which says we need 1500 MW of new
coal-fired power and 3000 MW of new gas electricity – with some

renewables and battery storage as well.
 

https://cer.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/IRP-2019_corrected-as-gazetted.pdf


Coal-fired power electricity is one of the biggest causes of SA’s air pollution,
and air pollution causes various illnesses like cancer, heart disease asthma,
and even deaths. It also impacts general health, one’s ability to work, and
childhood development for example, and this, in turn, costs money. The
government estimates there are at least 10000 deaths per year as a result
of poor air.   
 Coal-fired power stations also have negative impacts on our climate
through the emission of greenhouse gases – this means long-term impacts
on SA’s temperatures and weather patterns. Climate change impacts (like
increased droughts, floods, heatwaves), will diminish our ability to produce
food, obtain clean water, and respond to more frequent extreme weather
events like longer and more frequent droughts, storms, fires, etc. This in
turn will affect our health and our living conditions and will cost money.  
The electricity from these new coal-fired power stations will cost more than
electricity from clean, renewable alternatives. We know that electricity from
2 proposed new independent coal plants would have cost South Africa R20
billion in comparison to an electricity system based on renewables. Building
new coal plants for electricity means we will be paying more for our
electricity. 

            
Communities living near coal-fired power stations and coal mines already
experience the harmful impacts of coal every day. The government’s decision to
build new coal into the future means many more years of polluting coal instead
of transitioning to cleaner and more affordable electricity sources:

With cheap renewable electricity alternatives, the South African government
could produce clean and affordable electricity without the same negative
harmful health, climate change and environmental impacts. There are also job
opportunities that come with transitioning to cleaner electricity sources as the
world moves away from coal. We need government to adopt an electricity policy
(and IRP) that unlocks the potential for clean energy and rejects new coal
power.

What does the determination of 1500MW new
coal-based electricity mean for you? 


