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Fair Game?

Improving the well-being of South African wildlife
Review of the legal and practical regulation of the welfare of wild animals in South Africa, 2018

The legal regulation of wild animal welfare in South Africa follows the traditional – but outdated –
distinction between animal welfare and biodiversity conservation. Captive wild animals under the
physical control of humans, whether held temporarily or permanently, straddle the divide between
inter-departmental and concurrent national and provincial jurisdiction, due to a statutory regime
unintended and unsuited to addressing the issue of wild animal welfare.

In practice, the current legal regime ultimately
provides little protection for wild animals.
There are a fast-growing number of commercial exploits involving wild animals, and increasing public
awareness and interest in the welfare of wild animals. This, coupled with growing public concern about
violations of general welfare principles, highlights the urgent need for a solid, consistent, and appropriate
welfare regime for wild animals.
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In summary, immediate, medium, and long-term measures to standardise the application and enforcement of
conservation welfare laws are required to give adequate effect to the existing provisions.
1. As an immediate first step, clarification of the legal mandate for the welfare of wild animals and the updating of
laws and closing of loopholes in the system are necessary.
2. Simultaneously, investment in compliance, monitoring, and enforcement capacity, together with a standardised
and transparent permit system are essential.
3. Essential short-term reform of the permit system requires the following:
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The improvement of animal welfare laws and their consistent
implementation, compliance, monitoring, and enforcement is
an urgent Constitutional imperative.
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