
 

We trust that all EMIs and other avid readers of our 

quarterly newsletter enjoyed a safe and peaceful 

Easter break. 

In this 8th edition of “the Inspector”,  we give you 

insight into 2 recent cases relating to the 

Constitutional authority of municipalities to regulate 

the environment, as well the application of the 

forfeiture mechanisms in the Prevention of Organised 

Crimes Acts. 

We also highlight recent developments in the capacity 

building of Grade 5 EMIs (field rangers), 

Environmental Health Practitioners (EHPs) as well as 

magistrates. Operational matters, such as elephant 

ivory convictions, the February sandmining blitz and 

the recent strategic compliance inspections are also 

included in this edition. 

In our usual feature, “Nice to Meet You”, we introduce 

you to 2 hard-working and dedicated EMIs from the 

Northern Cape and Sanparks. 

Finally, please take careful note of Page 11, “My 

page” – we really need your contributions to the 

newsletter! 
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KWAZULU-NATAL HIGH COURT 

LE SUEUR AND ANOTHER V THE ETHEKWINI MUNICIPALITY AND OTHERS  

CASE NO: 9714/11 
 

Summary  

Due to the fact that “environment” is a functional area of concurrent national and provincial legislative competence, the constitutional authority 

of local authorities to legislate and regulate the environment is sometimes called into question. The following KZN High Court case considered 

this statement and confirmed the role of municipalities in protecting the environment, thus supporting the current initiative to roll out the 

Inspectorate to this level of government. 

 

In this matter the applicants were aggrieved by certain resolutions adopted by Ethekwini Municipality to amend the EThekwini Town Planning Scheme and 

made an application to court seeking an order that these resolutions be declared unconstitutional and set aside.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“A resolution to adopt provisions of a Town Planning Scheme or rescind alter or amend the provisions of a Town Planning Scheme in terms of section 

47bis (1)(A(2) of the Ordinance was taken before this Act commenced that has not become effective and has not been abandoned must be proceeded with 

as if the Act has not commenced.” 
 

• Whether or not the Municipality has in any event as much as the amended ordinances deal with the environmental functional area, the authority in 

terms of the Constitution of any other law of general application to legislate on environmental issues. 
 

Arguments were made by the applicants that the amendments introduced by the first respondent 

were introduced in terms of the Town Planning Ordinance but completed under the Planning and 

Development Act and therefore invalid, further that the Municipality has no constitutional power to 

introduce such amendments and they did not have the power to enact these measures because 

‘environment’ is a matter falling outside local government competence. 
 

The first respondent however argued the environmental conservation is an integral part of urban 

planning and therefore must be regarded as forming part of the municipal planning mandate, and that 

the environmental right as specified in Section 24 of the Constitution obligates an organs of state to 

take legislative and other measures to ensure sustainable development, both empowered and 

imposed a duty on municipalities to consider the environment in their planning activities. 
 

The court came to the conclusion that contrary to the submission by and on behalf of the applicants, 

Municipalities have traditionally been involved in regulating environmental  matters at the local level 

and that their functions at this level has been recognised by the drafters of the Constitution. Although 

environmental matters stood as the apparently exclusive area for National and Provincial governance 

it is clear that the authority of the Municipalities at Local Government level to manage the 

environment at that level has always been and still is recognised. It is inconceivable that the drafters 

of the Constitution intended by the manner in which the constitution was framed to exclude 

Municipalities altogether from legislating in respect of environmental matter at local level.  

It is clear that national and provincial legislation in respect of environmental issues recognise the part to be played by Municipalities at the Local 

Government level in managing and controlling the environment.    
 

The court is therefore satisfied that Municipalities are in fact authorised to legislate in respect of environmental matters to protect the environment  at the 

local level and that the D-MISS Amendments in no way transgress or intrude upon the exclusive purview of the National and Provincial governance in 

respect of environmental legislation. 
 

Judgement:  

The application is dismissed with costs, and as far as the split zoning is concerned the first respondent is directed to pay applicant cost.  
 

Implications:  

The High Court established that the functional area of municipal planning, a local government competence includes the power to pass planning legislation 

directed at the protection of the environment. 
Heloise van Schalkwyk DEA 
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All Rise in Court 

At the time the application was argued the court had to resolve the following; 

• Whether or not the introduction of the amendments to the EThekwini Town Planning Scheme 

known as D-MOSS by resolution of the Town Council and the Municipality taken was 

unconstitutional as it was taken in terms of the Town Planning Ordinance No 27 of 1974  which 

had by that date been repealed and replaced by the KZN Planning and Development Act No 6 of 

2008; and whether or not the amendment is saved by the provisions of Schedule 2 of the Planning 

Act which provides that: 
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Case 1: State v Changsen Ziong 

The following items were seized from the 

accused. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Rise in Court (Cont) 

Description Amount 

Mass 

(kg) 

Tusk, whole 15 106.94 

Tusk, portion 36 67.37 

Bangle 384 4.933 

Bracelet 5 0.12 

Brooch 119 0.689 

Chopsticks 185 2.444 

Earring 20 0.06 

Figurine 13 3.46 

Ivory, beads 49 0.052 

Keyring 17 0.047 

Necklace 12 0.502 

Pendant 50 0.226 

Pipe 10 0.119 

Stamp 468 24.059 

1383 211.021 

On 20 December 2011 the SAPS, Table 

View, received a complaint of a possible 

fire due to the smell of smoke and dust 

emanating from a garage in an apartment 

complex situated in Table View.  

 

The SAPS responded and found the 

accused, a Chinese national, busy 

cutting elephant tusks into smaller 

portions. Further investigation uncovered 

a number of ivory items in the accused 

flat. 

 

The total value of the seized ivory was 

R806 996.40. Accused entered a plea of 

guilty and was sentenced on 7 December 

2012 to 10 yrs imprisonment (with 4 yrs 

suspended for 5 yrs) and a fine of R50 

000. The ivory was forfeited to 

CapeNature. 

 

 Case 2: State v Musambayi Tambwe 

On 21 September 2012 a member of the 

public reported certain suspicious 

activity’s to the Philadelpha SAPS .  

 

The report indicated that individuals were 

loading items from a truck into a car at 

Swartland One-Stop service station. 

Members of the SAPS responded and 

apprehended the accused, a naturalised 

Congolese South African citizen at the 

Swartland One-Stop. The accused was 

found to be in possession of 21 elephant 

tusks, with a total mass of 312.72kg. It 

assumed that the tusks were to be worked 

into figurines, jewellery and other items, 

worth an estimated value of R6,332,694. 

 

The accused entered a guilty plea and 

was sentenced on 14 December 2012 to 

10 yrs imprisonment (with 3 yrs 

suspended for 5 yrs). The ivory was 

forfeited to CapeNature. 

 
 Paul Gildenhuys and Heloise van Schalkwyk  

 

Case 1 

Case 2 
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 Summary  

It is generally assumed that the provisions of the Prevention of Organised Crimes Act (POCA) are only applicable to “organised 

crimes” as defined in the Act itself and that only property that has been used in the commission of organised crimes, as 

defined, (instrumentalities of the offence) may be forfeited to the State.  The following case considered whether the forfeiture 

provisions of POCA could find application to a statutory offence in terms of the Liquor Act, even though the crime committed 

did not strictly fall within the definition as included in POCA itself. The Constitutional Court, for reasons set out below, 

answered this question in the affirmative, thus increasing the potential mechanisms of POCA to a wider range of environmental 

crimes.  

 

Constitutional Court  

 

HILDA VAN DER BURG AND ANOTHER v NATIONAL DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS 

In the matter of Hilda van der Burg and Another v the National Director of Public Prosecutions and Another the constitutional imperative of 

law enforcement and combating crime as given affect to in the forfeiture provisions of the Prevention of Organised Crimes Act (POCA) 

had to be balanced against the constitutional guarantee against arbitrary deprivation of property. 

 

Background:  

This was an application for leave to appeal against a judgment of the full court of the Western Cape High Court which dismissed an 

appeal challenging an order under POCA granting the forfeiture of the residential property. The Applicant is a married couple with 4 

children, 3 of whom are minors. They are the registered owners of the residential property. These applicants have been illegally running a 

shebeen from the property for years and a police investigation on the property have revealed that the main house including its bedrooms 

and passage is also used extensively to store liquor. 

The applicants argued that illegally selling liquor is not an offence in terms of Chapter 6 of POCA, as POCA only relates to organised 

crime offences and not to criminal activity by individuals, and therefore argued that the property could not be an instrumentality of an 

offence as envisaged by POCA, and further contended that the forfeiture of the property is manifestly disproportionate to the offence they 

committed.  

 

The questions that needed to be determined by the court are whether- 

• A forfeiture provisions of POCA apply to this case in particular to the criminal offence not created by POCA itself; and the 

interpretation of Item 33 of Schedule 1 of POCA; 

• The forfeiture of the applicants property could be proportionate or disproportionate in the circumstances ; and  

• The Constitution requires this court to appoint a curator ad litem to represent the interest of the children by filing a report to be taken 

into account in deciding the merits of the forfeiture order, or to take alternative measures to ensure that the best interest of the 

children are duly considered under the circumstances.  

 

Discussion  

The court found that although POCA does not explicitly identify the unlawful activity or offence at issue in this matter, the facial language 

of the statute, as well as its aim suggest that its forfeiture provisions do apply and therefore concluded that the forfeiture provisions of 

POCA are applicable to this case. 

With regard to interpretation of Item 33 of Schedule 1 of POCA, the court concluded that under section 163(1)(a) of the Liquor Act, a 

person who is convicted of contravening section 154(1)(a) is liable to a fine or to imprisonment for a period of not more than five years. 

The sentence the court may impose is either a fine or imprisonment for up to five years without the option of a fine. A period of 

imprisonment exceeding one year without the option of a fine is a penalty a court can impose. This fits within the ambit of Item 33. 

Court found that the full court finding on proportionality cannot be faulted and that forfeiture is not disproportionate in the circumstance of 

this case. 

 

Courts decision:  

A case has not been made out to set aside the forfeiture order. The applicant argument that the forfeiture provisions of POCA do not 

apply to the offence of selling liquor is unconvincing and the forfeiture is not disproportionate. The children’s interests were considered by 

the High Court in granting the forfeiture order. The appeal must fail. 

 

Conclusion:  

This matter will be monitored closely as it can serve as encouragement for EMI Institutions to potentially use the provisions of POCA in 

an effort to forfeit items used in the commission of an offence to the state in order to deter offenders from committing these offences. 
  

 Heloise van Schalkwyk DEA 
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EMI Grade 5 Train the Trainer course, Hoedspruit 
 

Things got off to a flying start on the capacity development front as Mark 

Jardine and myself headed off to the South African Wildlife College 

(SAWC) training centre just outside Hoedspruit (Mpumalanga) to present 

a “Train the Trainer” course from 09 - 11 January, in support of the EMI 

Grade 5 basic training.  
 

This initiative was undertaken based on a request received from North-

West province that required assistance in sourcing an external service 

provider to present the EMI Grade 5 training to field rangers operating 

within the numerous provincial parks. As is generally known the 

presentation and training of specifically, Grade 5 EMIs, is the 

responsibility of each respective EMI Institution who needs to identify 

and appoint suitably qualified and experienced trainers (either externally 

or internal EMI staff members) to deliver the training within their own 

institutions.  

Grade 5 EMI designation and training is predominantly geared towards "field rangers" who fulfill a very specific compliance and enforcement function within 

their respective institutions. Considering all the facts it was decided to approach SAWC as they present a certificated field ranger course and would, due to 

their experience, be in an ideal position to potentially present an EMI Grade 5 basic training course. The three days were, apart from being hot, as only 

“hot” can get in the Lowveld, very productive and positive and resulted in the SAWC trainers developing a day to day programme. This included some 

theoretical training, practical scenario work as well as proper assessment upon completion of an Grade 5 basic training course. Discussions was also held 

pertaining the possibility of trainers from SAWC to present the course in North-West instead of having to send field rangers to Hoedspruit to be trained. As 

always the passion and dedication that surrounds field rangers and their trainers made for an unbelievable course and DEA would like to commend 

everyone that was involved, in specific Theresa Sowry from SAWC and Ruben de Kock from AFRTS. We will keep a close eye on this initiative and will 

ensure to provide feedback on the project in the next newsletter.                                    
Jacques du Toit DEA 

Capacity Building 

Trainers  from both “the South African Wildlife College” and “African 

Field Rangers Training  Services” that attended the workshop. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Association is for Judicial Officers (Magistrates) and plays a vital role in ensuring that justice is dispensed without fear, favour or prejudice. It has a 

membership of no less than 1300 judicial officers out of a total of 2000 in South Africa. JOASA further seeks to expose judicial officers to education and 

training in order to equip them in all areas of the law. In order to achieve its goals, the organization has further also joined partnerships with other 

associations of judicial officers both internationally and nationally.  
 

 

In the past both magistrates and prosecutors training was conducted by Justice College (a branch within the Department of Justice) with whom DEA, on 

behalf of the Environmental Management Inspectorate, has a standing agreement with in terms of the presentation of awareness workshops that focuses 

on environmental crimes in South Africa. Due to restructuring within Justice College, the function of training of magistrates has separated from the Justice 

College Programme; and will in the future, be combined with the awareness-raising with judges under a Judicial Training Institute.  
 

 

In the interim, DEA is presently collaborating with JOASA to continue workshops for magistrates on environmental crimes, such as the one presented from 

(Friday evening till Sunday) 1 – 3 March 2013. These are typically presented over weekends, as the judicial officers are required to fulfill their normal duty 

within weekday court. It all started off with the ever thought provoking session presented by Andrew Lowry from TUT, and continued the next day with 

topics being covered such as overview of the EMI and legislative developments, crimes relating to the waste act, administrative enforcement against 

criminal prosecution, rhino and cycad poaching, CITES and an executive summary provided by DEA DDG Ishaam Abader.  
 

 

DEA would like to thank JOASA for the opportunity to facilitate the environmental crime workshop for its Gauteng members, and appreciates the 

professionalism and dedication shown by those in attendance. Until such time that a potential formal replacement for the previous Magistrates workshop is 

found DEA will most definitely pursue the potential of presenting similar workshops with other provincial JOASA offices.  
 

 

DEA EMI Capacity Development would also like to extend a heartfelt thank you, to DDG Ishaam Abader from DEA, Andrew Lowry from TUT, 

Juan de Beer from MPTA together with Frances Craigie, Mark Jardine and Grant Walters from DEA for offering their weekend and lending 

their support during this important event. In all honestly all that remains to be said is: “You may be seated”… 
 

Jacques du Toit DEA 

JOASA Environmental workshop 
 

During 2012 the Director General of DEA Ms N. 

Ngcaba was approached by Xhanti Zeka – 

Chairperson of JOASA Gauteng – (Judicial 

Officers Association of South Africa) with a 

request from its members for DEA to present a 

workshop around Environmental Crime. 
 

So who or what is JOASA may you ask, and why 

even make mention of this in the EMI newsletter? 

Well, I’m glad you asked... The Judicial Officers 

Association of South Africa (JOASA) is a 

professional organisation (non governmental and 

non profit) which is recognised according to 

Regulation 41 of the Magistrate Act 90/1993. 
Judicial Officers that attended the DEA / JOASA environmental crime  workshop 
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EMI Bridging courses for Environmental Health Practitioners… 
 

 

 

Since the first EMI EHP Bridging course presented in KZN, two 

more courses followed in the Free State and the Western Cape.  
 

The Western Cape course was presented to 30 EHPs from local 

authorities and was done in conjunction with Cape Peninsula 

University of Technology (CPUT) and presentations done by Dr. 

Eshaam Palmer (Director), Achmad Bassier (Dep Dir), specialist 

environmental officers – Nazeema Duarte and Fahd Said, as well as 

Shaina Naidoo (prosecutor from DPP Wynberg regional court). 
 

The other course was presented to 46 EHPs also from various local 

authorities and was undertaken in conjunction with Central 

University of Technology (CUT) and presentations done by EMIs 

from DETEA  FreeState. 

In specific Werner Boing, Control Biodiversity officer and Andre Schlemmer, Biodiversity officer employed in the Compliance and Law 

Enforcement Directorate. Within the FreeState, the bridging course was well accepted by all students and due to the fact that they all already 

had peace officers training, more emphasis was placed on EMI mandates, roles and responsibilities, Administrative Enforcement as well as 

Criminal Docket Management. It was a very interactive course and many questions were asked with long discussions taking place. The most 

important part of the course was most probably the connections made with municipal officials and the capacity building that took place. The 

venue was fantastic and the CUT really went out of their way to accommodate all officials. A three hour exam was written on the last day and 

a 98% pass rate was achieved. A big thank you and congratulations to those involved in this important initiative.  
 

 

Werner Boing, Achmad Bassier and Jacques du Toit 

EHP officials who attended the EMI-EHP basic Training 

session at the Central University of Technology: FreeState 

Building Some More… 

35th Meeting of the KZN Wildlife Crime Working Group 
 

The month of March 2013 saw the 35th meeting of the KwaZulu-Natal Wildlife Crime 

Working Group held in the beautiful coastal surroundings of Mtunzini. The meeting was well 

attended with over 28 officials from numerous organisations present, these being Ezemvelo 

KZN Wildlife, SAPS, NPA and INTERPOL to name but a few.  

Some of the highlights during the two day meeting were feedback sessions done by each 

cluster representative around cases and challenges that features within each region.  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An undertaking was made during a previous meeting to also invite KZN Provincial Department to attend future meetings in order for the forum 

to progress further, and thus ensuring that attention is given to brown issues. This would ultimately also assist the province in providing them 

with the necessary platform to establish working relationships with other important role players. Once established the existing working group 

is planning to potentially change its name from KwaZulu-Natal Wildlife Crime Working Group to the KwaZulu-Natal Environmental Crime 

Working Group. The agenda also allowed for some much needed social interaction that allowed attendees to enjoy the pristine surroundings 

in the form of either, a pontoon boat cruise, fishing or bird watching trail walk.  
  

DEA would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to the forum, in specific Senior State Advocate Nandy Moodley (Working Group Chairperson) 

as well as Wayne Evans (Secretary) for the invitation to attend the meeting. DEA wishes to further commend the working group for their 

dedication and professionalism shown, in consistently bringing together all the different role players, in so doing providing assistance to all 

members experiencing challenges and allowing for open communication between investigators and prosecutors. 
Jacques du Toit DEA 

In an effort to increase the working group’s effectiveness, sub-structures also 

known as clusters - grouping different regions together within KZN; have 

been developed as to ensure frequent communication and feedback to the 

main crime forum meeting. These cluster meetings are attended by amongst 

others Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife, NPA, SAPS, Department of Water Affairs, 

Department of Mineral Resources, Department of Agriculture and local 

municipalities. Other highlights included, a strategic breakaway session that 

strived to critically assess the working group and provide suggestions for 

improvement. A practical presentation was also provided by a representative 

of MINELAB South Africa focused on two types of metal detectors that could 

be used during crime scene investigations.  
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Everyone’s Been Busy 

Unlawful sand mining activities along the 

Umkomaas river 

Sand Mining Bltz 
 

The Environmental Management Inspectors at national, provincial departments and other relevant government stakeholders, including the 

Department of Water Affairs, embarked on a sand mining enforcement blitz on the week of 26 – 28 February 2013. The blitz took place in 

the following five provinces: Northern Cape, Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal, Limpopo and the Free State. Other provinces have planned 

similar operations later in the year. 
  

Since 2007, sand mining has been highlighted as a significant problem that is widespread and impacting considerably on the environment.  

The extraction of sand generally takes place in or under the ground, in water courses and in coastal areas. In some cases, the 

environmental damage is great, owing to the amount of dust and gaping holes left behind. In rivers, the uncontrolled extraction of sand 

results in rivers being diverted, the destruction of habitat and impacts on the biodiversity and other water users. The removal of sand further 

leads to safety concerns such as the undermining of bridges and other structures and a number of drowning incidents have been attributed 

to sand mining in rivers.  
 

The issue of illegal sand mining has been highlighted as a priority area by Working Group IV (the technical working group responsible for 

compliance and enforcement that reports to the Minister and MEC’s).  This enforcement blitz follows on from the enforcement activities 

undertaken by the Green Scorpions and the Department of Water Affairs in the Mokolo River in relation to unlawful extraction of sand.   
  

In order to extract sand legally, various authorisations are required from government (depending on the location and circumstances of the 

extraction – see brochure attached). The focus of this blitz is on those sand extraction operations which are causing harm to the 

environment and are being undertaken without any of the necessary permits in terms of mining, environmental and water legislation. 
 

The following areas were targeted as part of the blitz and the latest update is as follows: 
  

Kwazulu Natal: 

Five sites along the Umkomaas river were investigated in terms of a search warrant.  Three of these sites were fully operational, while one 

site was only for screening of sand and the other site had been abandoned.  Criminal investigations are underway and it is clear that these 

operators do not have environmental authorizations or water licences.  A recently issued mining permit for one of the operators requires 

further investigation and the Green Scorpions will be issuing administrative notices to instruct rehabilitation of certain areas.  Sand extraction 

activities in Stanger (Shonalanga) are being undertaken with no authorisations from any of the authorities and a criminal case has been 

opened. 
  

Limpopo: 

The target areas for the blitz in this province were the Mogalakwena River in Steilloop, Klein Lethaba River, Bungeni and Indermark in the 

Capricorn District.  The operation at the Mogalakwena River is being undertaken with none of the necessary authorisations and a criminal 

docket has been opened.  In relation to the operations at Indermark, four arrests have been affected and the criminal investigation is 

ongoing.  Further investigation is required in relation to the Bungeni site prior to a decision as to whether it should be dealt with through a 

criminal prosecution. 

Continue on page 8... 
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Mpumulanga: 

A significant illegal sand mining operation is taking place in Sikhwahlane in the Nkomazi area.  No authorisations have been obtained for 

this operation which has resulted in the destruction of 3.6 hectares of indigenous vegetation and a wetland.  Eight arrests were made and 

the vehicles used in the operation were seized.  The suspects will be required to appear in court on 25 March 2013. 

  

Northern Cape: 

The focus of the enforcement activities have been in the Namaqualand District, including Springbok, Kamieskroon and Port Nolloth. The 

two sand extraction operations that were targeted, one in the Stryd River (tributary of the Buffels River) and a dry river bed of the Buffels 

River, do not have valid mining permits, environmental authorisations or water licences.  The investigation is ongoing and it is likely that 

both criminal and administrative enforcement action will follow.      

  

Free State: 

A number of inspections were undertaken, but generally this province is under control in relation to these types of activities.  An illegal 

mine at Aliwal North had previously been enforced against and the inspection during the blitz confirmed that everything has been 

removed and rehabilitated. 

  

Please note that the charges in relation to the criminal cases relate to the sand extraction without environmental authorizations and 

without water use licenses.  These offences are contained in the National Environmental Management Act (NEMA) and the National 

Water Act and the maximum sentence in respect of these offences which is in NEMA is R5 million or imprisonment for 10 years or both. 
 

Grant Walters DEA 

 

City of  Cape Town gets its first GREEN SCORPIONS 

 

The designation of City of Cape Town staff as EMI (“Green Scorpions”) is now underway, thanks to the signing of an Implementation 

Protocol by City’s Executive Mayor, Alderman Patricia de Lille, and the Provincial MEC for Environmental Affairs and Development 

Planning, Anton Bredell.  

  

Ten staff members from Environmental Resource Management and City Health Specialised Services, have recently been designated as 

Environmental Management Inspectors (Green Scorpions) to enhance environmental compliance monitoring and enforcement within the 

City of Cape Town’s area of jurisdiction.  

  

The designation is exclusively for the purpose of empowering City staff to execute their original local government compliance and 

enforcement mandate set out in Part B of Schedule 4 & 5 of the Constitution. City officials will for the first time be formally a part of the 

national network that comprises the Inspectorate. This will allow for sharing of intelligence, experiences and standardised training and 

operational procedures.  Most of all these staff members will now form part of the great EMI team working to protect the environment.  

We see the City of Cape Town as a key role player in environmental monitoring and enforcement as we have staff on the ground to 

detect and respond to illegal activities, as well as a responsibility for regulating listed activities and air quality in terms of the National 

Environmental Management: Air Quality Act. Working closely with the Provincial Department of Environmental Affairs and Planning will 

assist the City’s designated officials to break through and enhance their powers of enforcement as the City currently has Grade 2 and 

Grade 3 EMI’s.  

 

 

 

 

 
  

Linda Ndlela City of Cape Town 

These City EMI’s will not form part of one “unit”, based in a single 

directorate/department but instead, they form a network of 

environmental enforcement officials based in different 

directorates/departments across the City.  

Back Row - Left to Right 

Bethwell Mbete; Lynelle Matthys; Dave Arnott; 

David Oliver; Wendy Kloppers; Meroline Ockhuis  

Front Row - crouching left to right: Ed Filby; 

Linda Ndlela; Greg Howes 

Everyone Continues to be busy  

Let’s Get Designating 
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Joint Inspections undertaken 
 

Two joint strategic inspections were conducted at Arcelor Mittal Newcastle and Goswell Aluminium in Cato Ridge during this quarter.  

The inspection at Arcelor Mittal was a follow-up to inspections conducted in 2008 and 2011 as part of the Operation Ferro. The inspection 

was conducted to follow-up on the findings of the previous inspections as well as to ascertain compliance with authorisations issued to 

ArcelorMittal subsequent to these inspections. The inspection was conducted jointly with officials from the Department of Water Affairs; 

Kwazulu Natal Department of Agriculture and Environmental Affairs as well as Amajuba District Municipality.  
 

The inspection at Goswell Aluminum was conducted with officials from the Kwazulu Natal Department of Agriculture and Environment and 

the Department of Water Affairs. The facility is located in Cato Ridge and produces aluminium from the furnaces. The waste tyre 

processing facility on site produces rubber fines used in manufacturing of Astroturf for soccer fields and finer tyre particles used in 

manufacturing of bitumen. 
 

Nkethu Lesejane DEA 

Strategic Inspections  

Tyre processing facility at Goswell 

Aluminium 

Tyre processing facility at Goswell 
Aluminium 

TIME TO REPORT 
 

Officials are reminded of timeously submit their annual compliance and enforcement statistics for publication for the 6th National 

Environmental Compliance and Enforcement Report to their MINTECH Working Group IV members. Consolidated statistics should be 

submitted to DEA on or before 15 April 2013. For a copy of the latest template, please contact Sipho Sibanyoni at (012) 310 3846 or 

ssibanyoni@environment.gov.za. 

 

Take Note  

EMI Basic Training 
 

It’s that time of the year again, where we gather together everyone from 

across the country that requires EMI designation, in attending the EMI 

basic training course. The first course for this year will be presented from 

06 – 24 May 2013 this time round in KZN. This year’s basic training 

courses will look a little different from those in the past, in that the first 

course will be open to all provincial EMI institutions, whereas the second 

to be presented in October, will be open only to municipalities., as per 

agreement by WGIV. All the best to the officials that will be attending the 

first course and we will ensure to report back on the three week event in 

 the next newsletter. 
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Fill her up, 93 or 95? neither I use 220…  
 

The Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs, Ms Edna 

Molewa launched the department’s zero emission cars 

programme, as part of the government's pledge to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions by 34 percent by 2020. The Minister 

launched the project at the Gerotek Test Facilities in Pretoria on 

26 February 2012. Addressing the launch, Minister Molewa said 

the project is expected to help the country ensure energy 

security, reduce its reliance on imported oil and address the 

global climate change crisis with its disastrous economic, 

environmental, human health and social impacts.  
 

“This project is not only about electric cars themselves but also 

about what kind of supporting infrastructure, such as battery 

charge stations, need to be in place to enable a significant 

uptake and use of electric cars in the country,” said the Minister.  

Minister Molewa stressed the urgent need for South Africa to 

become an efficient and globally competitive economy, and 

develop and adopt innovative technologies to grow new green 

sectors in the economy as a foundation for the creation of new 

and decent jobs in the economy. 
 

Zibuse Ndlovu 
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We interview Errol Swartbooi from Northern Cape 

 

Q: How long have you been part of the EMI family? 
 

I joined the Inspectorate in March 2009 and I completed my EMI course in 

2010. My first designation as a Grade 2 EMI by the Minister was in 2011.   

  

Q:Why did you become interested in being an EMI? 
 

It all started during my career as Operational Commander at SAPS Sea 

Borderline Control Unit in 2007. I was involved in several joint operations with 

the Environmental Crime Investigations Unit of SANParks in Western Cape.  

That’s where the love and passion to fight environmental crime all started and 

the desire to become an EMI originated from. 

  

Q:What in your opinion makes a successful enforcement action?  
 

Environmental crime offenders who violate the Environmental Laws tend to 

do so as part of a routine business practice, and therefore produce chronic 

environmental degradation. Therefore in my opinion the most successful 

enforcement action would be to arrest environmental crime offenders and 

prosecute them successfully.  

  

Q:What has been the highlight of your career so far 
 

During my time as EMI with the Environmental Crime Investigations Unit at 

SANParks, when our team busted a reptile syndicate on the West Coast at 

Langebaan. 

  

Q:Describe yourself in one sentence. 
 

I would describe myself as a person that’s trustworthy, honest, hardworking 

and helpful. 
Interviewed by Heloise van Schalkwyk 
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It’s Electrifying  

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: Nissan SA GM Mike Whitfield; DEA's 

Chief Director: Facilities Management, Mr Mbulaheni Edwin 

Maseda; Minister Edna Molewa; Minister of Energy Dipuo Peters 

& Tshwane Environment MMC Cllr Petunia Mashaba, during the 

launch of the DEA Green Cars. 

Errol Franklin Swartbooi – EMI Northern 

Cape 

 Enjoying some time out… 

Nice to meet you  



I know it's late, I know you're weary I 
know your plans don't include me Still 

here we are, both of us lonely Longing for 
shelter from all that we see Why should 

we worry, no one will care girl Look at the 
stars so far away We've got tonight, who 

needs tomorrow? We've got tonight babe 
Why don' you stay? Deep in my soul, I've 

been so lonely All of my hopes, fading 
away I've longed for love, like everyone 

else does I know I'll keep searching, even 
after today So there it is girl, I've said it all 
now And here we are babe, why don’t you 

stay? We've got tonight, who needs 
tomorrow? Turn out the light, come take 

my hand now We've got tonight babe 
Why don't you stay?  

Why is this page empty?  

As with every edition of “The 

Inspector” we try our level best in 

collecting and distributing 

information relating to EMIs, and 

the work being done. We have on 

numerous occasions also invited 

you to have your say, by either 

submitting stories, give a word of 

inspiration, or if you feel like it, 

something from the heart. One of 

the initial goals of the newsletter 

was to remind everyone that 

although you might sometimes feel 

that you are sitting on a hill fighting 

this battle on your own, that you’re 

not, and that there are others like 

you, fighting the same battle. 

So here’s the deal, this page will 

remain empty until such time that 

we get something from you… And 

let’s be honest it just makes the 

whole newsletter look a bit 

incomplete… 
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Have something to say? Forward your 

submissions to: 

Sipho Sibanyoni at 

Ssibanyoni@environment.gov.za 

Or  

Heloise van Schalkwyk at 

Hvanschalkwyk@environment.gov.za 

mailto:Ssibanyoni@environment.gov.za
mailto:Hvanschalkwyk@environment.gov.za
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Nice to meet you too  

We interview Albert Smith from SANParks 

 

Q: What does your duties as a Section Ranger at Malelane SANParks entail? 

  

In my role as the Section Ranger, I am required to be  Jack-of-all-Trades. I am responsible for a wide range of duties, from the 

execution of routine patrols and anti-poaching operations, the implementation of veld fire and problem animal management plans, the 

supervision of all new field rangers as well the proper financial and asset management within my section. 

  

Q: Tell us a bit about your background? 

  

I started working in the Kruger National Park in 1993 in the Tourism department and in 2002, I moved to the Conservation Department 

as a Section Ranger in Mata Mata in the Kgalagadi National Park from where I later became a Section Ranger in Golden Gate National 

Park.  In 2007 I returned to the Kruger National Park as the Section Ranger at Skukuza from where I relocated to Malelane Ranger’s 

Section at the end of 2012.    

  

Q: Give us a day in the life of an EMI ranger in the Kruger Park? 

  

We start a normal day with parade; report back from field rangers regarding incidents at deployments and pickets. We then plan routine 

work and patrols for the day. These plans can change at any time and are influenced by the reporting of poaching incidents by either 

deployed staff or visiting guests.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q: What makes you get up in the morning? 

  

The nature of my work always provides new challenges, be it 

from the possibility of seeing and experiencing new things in 

nature or the role I play by assisting to bring about success for 

the protection of the environment.    

  

Q: What words of encouragement will you have for other 

EMI Rangers? 

  

There are only a few of us who do this noble work, but what we 

protect and save is for all people of the World and generations to 

come.   

 

               Interviewed by Heloise van Schalkwyk 

The following examples are indicative of possible poaching 

incidents: human tracks and spoor (indicating unauthorized 

entry), gun-shots heard, and visuals of rhino carcasses. Since 

the onslaught on rhino, anti-poaching has become our main 

function and takes priority over everything else. It requires good 

planning and communication in order to deploy backup and 

support which leads to successful operations and ultimately to 

the arrest of poachers.          

Q: What unique challenges do you face as an EMI in the 

Kruger Park that other EMIs in a suburban environment will 

not necessarily encounter? 

    

Although we are trained and motivated, we work in very 

unfavourable conditions such as extreme weather conditions, 

the risk of working at night without revealing our position and 

where about movements as well as other dangers and working 

very long shifts. 

Albert Smith – Section Ranger – Malalane - SANParks 

The Malelane Team 
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Mark Jardine from DEA’s EMI Capacity Development and Support 

Directorate takes some time to put his feet up at a recent 

teambuilding event in the  Magaliesberg. 

Quote 
for the 
Quarter 
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