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Major-General G Naidoo 
Acting Provincial Commissioner: Northwest 
South African Police Services 
Attention: Major Adele Myburgh 
Acting Staff Officer & Secretary: PC North West 
Fax no: 018 299 7002 
Cell no: 082 443 8548 
Fax to e-mail: 086 766 8223 
External e-mail address: nwprov.staff@saps.gov.za 
 
Cc Advocate S Mzinyathi 
Director of Public Prosecutions: North Gauteng 
National Prosecuting Authority 
Private Bag X 300 PRETORIA 00031 
By fax 012 323 0866 
By email smzinyathi@npa.gov.za  
 

Our ref: CER/Bloemhof 
Date: 12 June 2014 

 
URGENT 

 
Dear Major Myburgh  
 
REQUEST FOR INVESTIGATION AND PROSECUTION OF POTENTIAL CRIMINAL OFFENCES LEADING TO THE DEATH 
OF THREE INFANTS FROM DRINKING WATER CONTAMINATION AT BLOEMHOF, NORTHWEST 
 
Thank you for acknowledging receipt of our request of 4 June 2014 and confirming that the provincial commissioner’s 
office has commenced a review of our complaint. 
 
As mentioned by email, on the advice of the Director of Public Prosecutions in Northwest we have redirected our 
request to the DPP in North Gauteng, and copy this letter to Advocate Mzinyathi as well. 
 
Our letter of 4 June 2014 only named two of the dead infants, and we can now provide you with more information, 
primarily obtained from journalists working in the area. 
 
Identity of deceased infants 

1. Lehlogonolo Sehau (9 months): According to a City Press report,1 Kehapilwe Sehau (37), whose nine-month-
old baby Lehlogonolo was the first casualty on Wednesday, told City Press that her son started vomiting and 
developed diarrhoea around 11pm on Tuesday. “It became worse overnight and I took him to the clinic early 

                                                 
1 http://www.citypress.co.za/news/bloemhofs-killer-water-leaves-grief-wake/ 
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the next day. He was examined shortly after we arrived and, while the nurse was busy with him, he took his 
last breath,” Sehau is quoted as saying. 

The report states that “Sehau, an unemployed mother of two – Lehlogonolo was her youngest – said: “The 
municipality was warned about the dirty water it provides for us, that some day it will kill somebody, yet it 
chose to ignore us. For them to say that they are sorry and they will compensate us for the money we spent 
for the burial is like rubbing salt in an open wound.”  

Kehapilwe Sehau’s phone number is 0780290103. 

2. Onalenna Mogoregi (approx. 13 months): The same City Press report states that Maserame Mogoregi’s one-
year-old son Onalenna died in her arms while he was being transported in an ambulance to Klerksdorp 
Hospital. According to the report, the 24-year-old realised something was badly wrong when the paramedic 
examining Onalenna told his colleague to stop the ambulance and come to the back. “[The driver] got into the 
back and fiddled with my son, who was not moving or showing signs of heavy breathing as he was earlier. “He 
then went back to driving, turning the vehicle around back to Bloemhof Hospital without any of them saying 
anything,” said Mogoregi while fighting back tears. 

Maresame Mogoregi’s phone number is 0604820470. 

3. Kabo Wageng (5 months): Kabo’s mother is Keabetswe Wageng (20). According to the City Press report, 
Wageng’s aunt was sitting in the queue at Bloemhof Hospital waiting for help when Kabo died. The Grade 10 
pupil was at school at the time and her aunt volunteered to take Kabo to the hospital. “Even though there 
was not much I could have done to save her, I would have preferred to be there when Kabo took her last 
breath. She was my life, my all, and now I will never hold her and play with her – all because of the 
municipality that cares less about the community of Boitumelong.” 

We have not yet managed to obtain a telephone number for Keabetse Wageng or her aunt but will forward 
that when we find it. 

Sampling and findings by National Institute for Communicable Diseases 
 
The National Institute for Communicable Diseases issued the following statement on 6 June 2014: 
 

“An outbreak of diarrhoeal disease in Bloemhof Municipality, North West Province, was reported during the 
week of 26 May 2014. Healthcare facilities in the area noticed an increase in the number of patients presenting 
with diarrhoea on Sunday 25 May 2014. Since then, over 500 cases of diarrhoea have been seen at healthcare 
facilities in the area. The majority of cases were not severe, but 11 people (mostly young children) have required 
admission to hospital for treatment so far. A total of three deaths have been reported since the outbreak began 
– all were young children <2 years of age with diarrhoea complicated by dehydration who presented late to 
healthcare facilities. 
  
Although the number of diarrhoea cases overall has begun to decline, there are still more cases than usual 
being reported from the healthcare facilities in the area, indicating that the outbreak is not over. 
  
Cholera has been excluded as the cause of the outbreak. E. coli bacteria were identified in a number of stool 
samples tested at Tshepong NHLS laboratory, and have been confirmed at the NICD Centre for Enteric Diseases 
as specific types of E. coli that can cause diarrhoea. Additional testing at the NICD also identified a number of 
diarrhoea-causing viruses in the stool samples. 
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Considering the nature of the diarrhoeal disease, the specific types of E. coli and viruses detected in ill persons, 
and the extent of the outbreak in the affected community, contaminated drinking water is the likely source of 
the outbreak. 

  
Water samples have been collected and submitted for testing to independent laboratories by local 
municipality/health officials. Water samples are also undergoing testing at the Enteric Virus and 
Environmental Research Unit (Department of Medical Virology, University of Pretoria) for specific diarrhoea-
causing viruses. 
  
Important health promotion messages for the Bloemhof community include the early treatment of diarrhoea 
and vomiting (especially in young children) with home-made sugar and salt solution (1 litre of safe water + 8 
teaspoons of sugar + half a teaspoon of salt), and visiting a healthcare facility as soon as possible. Residents 
can make water safe by boiling for 1 minute, or by adding 1 teaspoon (5 ml) household bleach to 20 litres of 
water.” 

 
“Forensic investigation” report 
 
The Northwest Premier’s spokesperson Lesiba Kgwele told the media on or about 3 June 2014 that “a forensic 
investigation was underway and that a preliminary report was expected”.2 We are attempting to access that report, 
but we imagine this would be easier for the SAPS or NPA to access directly.  
 
Identity and whereabouts of municipal manager and contractor 
 
Various media outlets have reported that the Lekwa Teemane municipal manager Andrew Makuapane (also 
sometimes spelled Makwapane), who was suspended on 2 June 2014, resigned a few days later.3 
 
We have not yet been able to identify the contractor who allegedly abandoned the maintenance work on the broken 
sewage pipe that appears to have been the source of the contamination, but will advise you as soon as we obtain this 
information. 
 
We would appreciate if you could forward this information to your Legal Department. As mentioned by email, please 
advise us whether you need us to open a docket at Bloemhof SAPS to facilitate an investigation. 
 
Yours faithfully 
CENTRE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL RIGHTS 

per:  
 
Melissa Fourie 
Executive Director 
Direct email: mfourie@cer.org.za 

 

                                                 
2 http://www.citypress.co.za/news/21-bloemhof-babies-admitted-hospital/ 
3 http://www.citypress.co.za/news/bloemhof-mayor-removed-amid-water-contamination-crisis/ 
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